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What We Do

Tailored to grade levels.
FREE! 
FUN!
Designed to support state standards.
30-45 minutes in length. 
Available for classrooms, scout and 4-H 
groups, and more!

Paulding Soil & Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) has an Education Specialist on staff 
who is available to come into your classroom 
and present a variety of conservation based 
educational programs. These can be modified
to meet your particular needs. Programs are 
aligned with grade standards.

Programs are:

Our Mission
To promote the wise use of our natural 
resources to enhance the environment 

and quality of life for the people of 
Paulding County.

Contact Us
451C McDonald Pike
Paulding, Ohio 45879

419-399-4771
www.PauldingSWCD.org

Education.Specialist@pauldingswcd.org

Available Resources
Not able to have a presenter come into your 

class? Inquire about borrowing resources!
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About Us

Pre-School, Kindergarten & Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Upper Elementary

Field Trips & Hands-On Displays

Table of 
Contents

Customize a field trip to the Black Swamp 
Nature Center for your class! Suggested 
programs include but are not limited to:

Wildlife CSI - This program will highlight 
predator/prey relationships as well as 
learning about the various wildlife and 
their lifestyles. (4th Grade +)

Macroinvertebrates - stream biology 
investigation. (MS +)

Oh Deer! - Physical activity that 
demonstrates population fluctuations, 
carrying capacity, and limiting factors. 
(4th Grade +)

Nature Scavenger Hunt - Take a hike, 
explore nature, use your senses 
experience the natural environment.

Schedule a Field 
Trip

Please Note
Programs are scheduled first come, first 
served and availability might be limited.



Yucky Worms!- Earthworms do a 
lot of hidden jobs. Explore their 
importance and investigate real 
worms!
Out of Sight until Tonight - Join 
Cat in the Hat and the gang as they 
meet a host of common critters 
who are active during the night and 
sleep during the day.
The Tale of the Whale - A child 
joins a friendly whale for a journey 
of discovery and exploration, but 
the child also sees an ocean filled 
with plastic. 
Over and Under the Pond - 
Discover an underwater world 
brought to life in this book - plants
and animals that make up the rich, 
interconnected ecosystem of a 
pond.

Storybook Stewardship Series 
These stewardship activities are 
inspired by children’s conservation 
based storybooks. This program will 
explore ecosystems and the 
environment with a read aloud children 
book followed by a craft or activity. 

T h i n k  a n d  w o n d e r .  W o n d e r  
a n d  t h i n k .
- Dr. Seuss

PRE-SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 
Lower Elementary
Croak, Croak, Don't Croak- We will discuss 
the characteristics of frogs, the 
requirements for life, and why clean water is 
important to frogs, in a short presentation. 
Then students will simulate how frogs catch 
and capture their prey and how frogs 
compete for their essential needs. They also 
learn about predictor-prey relationship as 
part of the food chain.

Hibernation Station - What do animals do 
in the winter? How do they survive and stay 
warm? What is hibernation? These questions 
and more are answered in an interactive 
program on ways wildlife prepare for and 
survive the winter. Students will learn about 
the Black Bear, Coyote, Opossum, Raccoon, 
and White-Tailed Deer and have the 
opportunity to feel and touch fur samples of 
each species. At the end of the program, 
students will make their own simple 
hibernating black bear craft to take home 
with them! 
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Thunderstorm in a Cup- This program 
touches on topics such as seasons and 
weather. Students will learn the basics of 
thunderstorms and then conduct an easy 
activity where they will make their very own 
thunderstorm in a cup.



Digging into Soil
This program explores what soil is, what is it 
made of and where it comes from as well as 
who and what live in the soil, and why soil is 
important. This program will explore the living, 
nonliving and once living components of soil. 
Program will also discuss how do people use 
soil,  and what is has to do with our lunch. 
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Who am I? - Using animal pelts, this 
program will discuss characteristics and 
traits of wildlife native to Ohio and how it 
helps them survive. Students will 
participated in hands-on learning through 
the visual and sensory identification of 
each animal.

Power to the Pollinators - Students will 
begin to understand the concept of 
pollination and why pollinators are 
important. To help build on concepts, 
students will take part in an activity called 
“Pollinator Pizza” where they will build their 
own pizza with their favorite toppings. 
Students will see that when pollinators 
disappear, many of their favorite toppings 
will also disappear! 

LOWER ELEMENTARY 
PROGRAMS

Whooo Knows about Owls? - Explore the owl 
as a predator, its characteristics, and habitat 
needs. An example of an owl found in Ohio will 
be brought in to supplement this program. As 
part of this program, students will be able to 
create their very own owl!

Freddie the Fish - Join Freddie in this 
interactive journey as the story takes him 
exploring down the river and see how human 
activities can pollute the water and harm him



UPPER ELEMENTARY 
PROGRAMS
Awesome Adaptations- Using the beaver as our 
example, students will learn how nature adapts 
to help them survive and thrive.  One student 
will be chosen to dress up as a beaver during 
class discussion to model these adaptations.
Just Passing Through - Students will learn about 
investigate erosion and how vegetation affects 
the movement of water over land surfaces. 
Students become the raindrops and the plants in 
this fun activity as they participate in this lesson.
All About Soil - What is soil? How is soil formed?  
Why is it important? In this program, students 
will learn about the particles that make up soil 
and how soil is created through the process of 
weathering and erosion.  Students can then 
make their own "soil profile" and make "soil 
playdough."
Super Sinkholes -   Through this program, 
students obtain a basic understanding of where 
& how sinkholes form. Weathering and erosion 
are also discussed as they relate to sinkholes. 
Students will get a hands-on experience of 
learning how sinkholes form by creating their 
own sinkholes in a cup!
Wetland Metaphors -  Students will being to 
understand the benefits of wetlands as 
resources for humans and other species. This 
activity brings those benefits to life and 
encourages a new appreciation of the many
important roles that wetlands play. 

The Incredible Journey- Students will discuss 
the the water cycle and then participate in a 
activity where they "become" the water drop 
and move through the water cycle. Through 
this journey they will create a beaded bracelet 
that shows their journey.
Owl Pellets - This program will discuss the 
characteristics of owls that makes them 
excellent tertiary predators. The program will 
also discuss food webs by having students 
examine owl pellets, reconstruct prey 
skeletons, and draw a food chain.
The Enviroscape Model
A brief presentation will explain the concepts of 
point source pollution, nonpoint source 
pollution, best management practices, runoff, 
and erosion. Students will then see first-hand 
how everyone plays their individual part in the 
health of our waterways through the Non-Point 
Source Enviroscape Model. 
Streamulator: How does my stream erode 
the landscape? -  Students will learn about 
how forces such as erosion and deposition can 
cause changes in landscapes and landforms 
with this interactive program. The Streamulator 
table uses sand and flowing water to allow the 
students to see the effects of water through 
sediment transport, delta formation, erosion, 
and deposition. 
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Middle School & 
High School

Field Trips & Field Days
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Paulding SWCD wants to focus its efforts on reinforcing 
the conservation message through educational 
programming and outreach to groups of all ages. 
Presentations can be offered in the classroom or at the 
Black Swamp Nature Center. We offer an open 
invitation to all Paulding County school groups to utilize 
the Black Swamp Nature Center as an outdoor learning 
lab.

Human impacts on the environment
Watersheds
Minerals & Rocks
Biodiversity
Ecosystems
Soil

Paulding Soil & Water Conservation District has a variety 
of educational presentations, activities, and models 
available for your classroom that align with the Ohio State 
Board of Education Standards.

 If there is a specific topic area that you wish to have 
presented, please contact Anna to develop a program to 
fit your classroom needs!
Examples of topics covered in our programs:

 

Paulding SWCD can 
customize programs 
and field trips to the

Black Swamp 
Nature Center!



Call or Email at the beginning of 
the year to get your tree seedling 

program scheduled! Each child 
will receive a free spruce seedling 

to plant at home!

Sign up for our quarterly 
Conservation in the 

Classroom Newsletter! It is 
full of lesson plan ideas, 

website resources and more!

3rd Grade Tree 
Seedling Program



451C McDonald Pike
Paulding, OH 45879

415.399.4771


