SUMMER 2022

From the Education Specialist
BY ANNA GURNEY
School is out and this can only mean one thing - that summer is
here! It has been a long, wet spring, but now that summer break
is upon us, we hope for the long, hot, "lazy days" of summer.
Thinking about the summer months that lie ahead of us got me to
thinking, "why it is that everyone enjoys summer so much?" In
the summer, we head outside to enjoy the warmth, sunshine, and
all the fun outdoor activities that go with it. The word "summer"
brings to mind the lake, pool parties, cornhole, vacations, and
relaxing. There is something about the season that makes it okay
to take a little extra time to yourself. So as the days get longer,
put down your phone, head outside and take some time to go for
a walk, read a book, enjoy a bonfire with friends, or whatever it is
you do to relax.

“LI VE I N THE SUNSHI NE. SWI M IN THE SEA. DRINK IN
THE WI LD AIR. ” — RALPH WALDO
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Dates to Remember

June 8 - SWCD Board meeting
June 11 - 18 - Paulding 4H Fair
July 13 - SWCD Board Meeting
August - Nature Center bldg. closed to
rentals
August 10 - SWCD Board Meeting

MOVED

The SWCD office has moved next to Paulding Putnam. This is 3
buildings North of our old location.
The new address is 451C McDonald Pike, Paulding, OH
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"SUMMERTIME
IS ALWAYS

THE BEST OF

WHAT MIGHT
BE. "

CHARLES BOWDEN

Use Best Management Practices
to address conservation concerns
in your field. To learn more, visit

www.agbmps.osu.edu
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Education in the Classroom

April and May have been busy months
in the classroom. Many teachers invited
Education Specialist, Anna Gurney, into
their classrooms. Second graders at
Oakwood, Paulding, and Payne Elementary
students learned about weather and the
difference between that and climate. Then
students worked in pairs to make it "rain"
in their own atmosphere in a cup. Older
elementary kids at Oakwood and Paulding
got to learn about owls, the awesome
adaptions they have that make them
excellent hunters, and then got to dissect
owl pellets to learn about the food web.
Other programs include Wildlife CSI,
where 4th graders must investigate the
"murder" of a rabbit in this made up story,
and the Incredible Journey, where kids
become water drops and move through the
water cycle.
As part of Paulding SWCD's Arbor Day
celebration, third graders across Paulding
county learned about the importance of
trees, played an interactive game where
the students "became" trees, and then
were sent home with their own pine tree to
plant and provide care.
Paulding SWCD hosted multiple field
trips at the Black Swamp Nature Center
this spring. All of Paulding elementary
classes visited over the course of two days
and participated in fun, interactive nature
based, active, learning activities. Wayne
Trace 8th graders visited for a morning
and learned about area wildlife, learned
about gun safety with the Ohio Division of
Wildlife Conservation Officers. These
middle schoolers also investigated
macroinvertebrates of the Flatrock Creek
to determine water quality.
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H2Ohio Update

The H2Ohio program is in full swing, with an
entire year now under our belts. Currently we
are verifying practices from the past year
(2021). This includes field checks, data entry,
producer meetings, and reviewing producer
paperwork (invoices). We also, help
producers sign up for the Ohio Agriculture
Conservation Initiative, this helps track what
practices the producers are performing in
their fields. The seven practices that are
included in the H2Ohio program are the
following: VNMP, Development &
Implementation, Variable Rate Phosphorus,
Subsurface Phosphorus Placement, Manure
Incorporation, Small Grains, Cover Crops, and
Drainage Water Control Structures. As the
current farming season has ramped up we will
be checking and going over VNMP’s
(Voluntary Nutrient Management Plans) with
producers and looking to start receiving info
on other practices throughout the year.
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2022 Area 1 Envirothon

The 2022 Envirothon was held April 27th at the Ottawa National Wildlife
refuge. Students from all over Northwest Ohio gathered to participate in the
annual event. The theme this year was "Waste to Resources". Envirothon is
designed to stimulate and reinforce the students interest in our environment
and natural resources while encouraging cooperative decision making, team
building and problem solving. Student teams compete by answering questions
in 5 areas, including, soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry, a current issue. The
highest scoring teams then move on to the state competition and the winners
from the state competitions compete at a national event later in the summer.
Two teams from Paulding High School went to the event in Ottawa County
and competed against 32 other teams. Understanding of the
interrelationships between plants, animals, humans and the environment they
share is one of the primary focuses of the competition. While the teams are
not moving on to the state competition, Paulding Ag Instructor, Staci Miller
said, "students had fun and learned a lot from the experience."

NatureWorks Grant Update
The Paulding Soil and Water Conservation District was recently
awarded a NatureWorks grant through the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources to make improvements to the Black Swamp Nature Center
and Nature Area. We are currently working on getting quotes for new
flooring for the interior of the building. We also hope to be able to add
more trail signage and an open sided pavilion near the south parking
lot. Making these improvements will make the location more accessible
and user friendly for the community. This grant is a matching grant,
meaning we have to contribute some volunteer time, so be on the
lookout for opportunities to help! Watch the progress on our website
and Facebook page, as well!
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Board of Supervisors
Chairman Matt Stoller
Vice Chairman -

Bryce Mills

Fiscal Agents -

Gary Derck
Brian Ruble

Member -

Joe Barker

Paulding SWCD Staff
Administrator -

Dan Foust

Admin. Assist. -

Stacy Clemens

Nutrient Specialist -

Tayler Coy

Technician -

Jeremy Kosch

Education Specialist - Anna Gurney

Contact Information
(419) 399-4771
Paulding@PauldingSWCD.org
Paulding Soil & Water Conservation District

451C McDonald Pike
Paulding, Ohio 45879
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