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Dates of Interest 

September 27th– 5th Grade 
Field Day 

October 2nd– Antwerp Ele-
mentary Prairie Day 

October 4th– 5th Grade 
Field Day Rain Date  

October 14th– Columbus 
Day (Office Closed) 

October 25th– BSEE Water 
Quality Workshop @Toledo 

 

 

A Note from Patrick:  

Hi Everyone! 
 

Whew, it is hard to believe that we are well into the 2019-2020 school year! It 
has been a busy summer and is shaping up to be a busy fall here at Paulding 
SWCD.  I once again look forward to visiting your classrooms again this year 
and have scheduled the entire year with many of you! 
Once again this year, Tayler Coy, our Nutrient Man-
agement Specialist, will be helping to make the rounds 
to your classrooms. 

Recently at our Annual Meeting, I had the honor of 
once again presenting our 2018-2019 Educator of the 
Year. This award is given to the teacher in Paulding 
County who has been instrumental in helping to 
spread the Soil & Water Conservation message to his 
or her students and school through classroom presen-
tations or projects. Our 2019 recipient is Mrs. Heather 
Hatcher from Wayne Trace High School who has been 
a great partner to have in the education field. Heather teaches AP Environ-
mental Science and asked us to bring in multiple hands on activities and even 
brought her students to the Nature Center for a Field Day along with 4th 
Graders from Grover Hill Elementary. Congrats Heather! 

 

As always, if you would like to schedule a program, give us a call or send me 
an email! Be sure to look inside for some great curriculum ideas and curricu-
lum opportunities! 
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Quote of the Month 
“The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched, they must be felt with the heart” 

- Hellen Keller 

Program Highlight of the Month: 
Vermicomposting 

Soils Education Lesson Plans 

Suggested Level: 1st & 
Up 

Estimated Time: 30-40 
minutes 

Living things function and interact with 
their physical environments while causing 
changes in the environments where they 
live. These changes can be very noticeable 
or slightly noticeable, fast or slow. Ver-
micomposting is one way that red worms 
contribute to change in their environment 
and is the process of using worms 
(“vermin” is Latin for worm”) to recycle 
organic food waste into a nutrient-rich 
soil.  
 
Students get to see a bin of red worms 
that are actively consuming food waste 
and creating compost.  

 
They will learn about habitat needs of the 
worms, what worms like to eat, in addi-
tion to, how they are able to eat food and 
recycle it into a natural fertilizer for 
plants.   
 
Students will get to hold their own red 
worm and be asked to draw upon the 
knowledge they have learned to write a 
short biography about their worm giving 
it a name, describing the color, length, 
and what their worm likes to eat.    
 
 
*This program has variations for higher 
or lower grade levels* 
 

 

 

 
Digging into Soil: A Garden Practicum is an activity guide written by Kids Gar-
dening in cooperation with The Lower Sugar River Watershed Association as a 
complement to the booklet “S” is for Soil. They 
encourage the use of both books as compan-
ions, but they can be used together or inde-
pendently.  
 
The lessons in this guide are intended to bring 
a students’ understanding of soil to life. To ful-
ly engage students in the topic, each lesson 
includes three activities (Laying the Ground-
work, Exploration, Making Connections), ide-
as for follow-up projects and activities, and 
additional journal worksheets.  
 
Many activities can be conducted in either in-
door or outdoor classrooms and with or with-
out a school garden. (Note: A complete expla-
nation of how to use the guide is included in 
the Download.) The lessons are sequenced so 
that the topics build on each other. However, 
the activities can be used independently, in 
any order.   
 
For more information, go to https://
www.diggingintosoil.org/soil-science-lesson-
plans.html  

http://www.kidsgardening.org/
http://www.kidsgardening.org/
http://www.lsrwa.org/
https://www.diggingintosoil.org/soil-science-lesson-plans.html
https://www.diggingintosoil.org/soil-science-lesson-plans.html
https://www.diggingintosoil.org/soil-science-lesson-plans.html


2018-2019 Poster Contest Winners 

 

BSEE Water Quality Workshop 

Winners have been announced for the 2018-2019 Conservation Poster Contest! After narrowing down 
all the entries and public voting at the 2019 Paulding County Fair, we would like to extend our congrat-
ulations to the following individuals for their great talents in showing us “Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper”! 
Look for our 2019-2020 contest coming soon to a school near you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      1st Place               2nd Place  
               Tanner Laukhuf          Avalon Coney  
       Payne Elementary School    Antwerp Elementary School 



 

Grants of Interest 

Lowe’s Outdoor     

Classroom               

Grant Program 

Description:  

Lowe’s Outdoor Classroom 

Grant Program was created to 

provide outdoor, hands-on sci-

ence education to students in 

grades K-12 and assist schools 

in enhancing their core curric-

ulum in all subjects. This grant 

program was created to pro-

vide schools with additional 

resources to improve their sci-

ence curriculums by engaging 

students in hands-on experi-

ences outside of  their class-

room. 

Who Can Apply:  

All US K-12 public schools 

 

Where to Apply: 

www.toolboxforedcuation.

com 

Activity Highlight of the Month 
Where Has All the Water Gone? 

  


